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NOTE FROM THE PRINCIPAL   

Greetings Patriot Families: 

October is here and marks the end of the 
first quarter! Students have had an 
opportunity to continually participate in 
character development lessons offered 
through lessons of Medal of Honor 
recipients on Tuesdays during SSP.  

The weather is changing immensely and 
as the snow begins to fall the roads will 
be icy on some days. Triple A offers the 
following tips on how to drive in snowy 
conditions: 

• Accelerate and decelerate 
slowly.  

• Drive slowly.  

• The normal dry pavement 
following distance of three 
to four seconds should be 
increased to eight to ten 
seconds.  

• Know your brakes.  

• Don’t stop if you can avoid it.  

• Don’t power up hills. 

• Don’t stop going up a hill.  

• Stay home.  
 

PTSA’s slogan this year is “We are Better 
Together” and they have worked hard to 
ensure there are several opportunities 
for fundraising opportunities for 

students and opportunities for those 
teachers who are PTSA members to 
apply for mini grants throughout the 
year. This year, they are sponsoring the 
first October Bash on Saturday, October 
28. This will be a night that is open to 
the community and will include a night 
of fun and games provided by the 
various classes and student group 
organizations.  

This month we have Parent/Teacher 
Conferences slated for October 30 and 
October 31. This is a great opportunity 
to learn more about your student(s) and 
to find out how they are doing in their 
classes. There will be an opportunity for 
you as parents to participate in arena 
style conferences on both days for half 
of the conferences. On Monday, 
October 30, conferences will take place 
11:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. in the classrooms 
with arena style conferences taking 
place in the afternoon 3-7:30 p.m. 
Tuesday morning, the conference hours 
are 7:30-10:30 a.m. in the classroom with 
arena style conferences taking place 
11:30 a.m.- 4:00 p.m.  

This past quarter we made 
accommodations for students that need 
to stay after school until a parent arrives 
to pick them up from school. 

Unfortunately, due to minimal 
supervision and some staff restructuring, 
we are no longer able to continue these 
accommodations. Beginning 
Wednesday, November 1, 2017, students 
will be asked to leave the school in its 
entirety at 3 p.m. If students are 
participating in a class, school sponsored 
activity or sport, they will only be 
permitted to stay at the school with the 
adult sponsor of that activity or sport 
and cannot arrive at the school before 
the time that the activity begins. Only 
North Pole High School students will be 
permitted to stay during this time. If 
your child attends another school, 
please be sure that they have other after 
school arrangements.  

Warm Regards, 

Clarice Louden-Mingo 

 

Monday, October 30  
11 a.m.-2 p.m. & 3-7:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, October 31 



NORTH POLE HIGH SCHOOL OCTOBER  2017 | Issue 2  2 

 

 

7:30 – 10:30 a.m. & 11:30 a.m.-4 p.m.

 

 

Hey Million!...I let my 
car run on fumes 
before I fill up! Is this 
an issue? 

In the not too distant past, 
National Public Radio (NPR) 
hosted a call in talk program 
called Click and Clack, aka, the 
Tappet Brothers. One particular 
show, the brothers were tasked 
with settling an argument 
between a man and his 
girlfriend. She was informing 
him that if he let his car run low 
on gas that it would damage the 
fuel injectors. As it turned out, 
it was a case of a little bit of 
knowledge is dangerous and 
the fuel injectors are not 
damaged in the event the 
vehicle runs out of fuel. 
However, there are some issues 
with running a gas tank on 
empty or running out of gas.   

As I field daily car questions and 
problems from people, I am 
always amused at the fact that 
so many people run their gas 
tanks down until the low-fuel 
light illuminates.  In many cases 
they play Russian-Roulette until 
the vehicle actually stops 
running due to a lack of fuel. 
(AKA…ran out of gas) While 
listening to this is a source of 
humor for me, running your car 
on fumes before filling up can 

be a costly venture, in addition 
to the fact that running out of 
gas can be dangerous and very 
inconvenient.  

Consider the following 
points: (You can prioritize as 
you see fit) 

1. FUEL PUMP DAMAGE  
Most all vehicles manufactured 
since 1988 have an electric fuel 
pump placed inside the gas 
tank. (Doesn’t explode because 
there is a lack of air for 
combustion.) The gasoline acts 
like a coolant for the electric 
fuel-pump motor, so when you 
run very low, this can allow the 
pump to suck in air, which 
creates heat and can cause the 
fuel pump to wear prematurely 
and potentially fail or even 
explode. (The exploding part 
rarely occurs, but has 
happened.) The repair could 
end up costing $200 to $1000 to 
fix—much more than the cost to 
fill up. 
 
2. CATALYTIC CONVERTOR 
DAMAGE.  Running a fuel tank 
low enough to introduce air to 
the pump, can, in some cases, 
cause a lean air fuel ratio or an 
engine backfire which can 
damage the honeycomb 
membrane in the convertor. 
This can also be an expensive 
repair in the area of $300 to 
$1000. 

3. MOISTURE.  Running a tank 
low on fuel creates much more 
condensation in the fuel tank, 
especially if you are one who 

parks your vehicle in a warm 
garage.   

4. INCONVENIENCE and 
SAFETY. Can we talk? 
(Reminds me of Joan Rivers, a 
name those of younger skin will 
not recognize.) The fact is, 
driving on a low tank in Alaska 
can strand you in some poor 
spots or even get you in an 
accident when the car suddenly 
stops running. At 50 below, you 
never know when there will be 
an emergency where you need 
the extra fuel to stay warm or 
get somewhere quick with no 
time to hunt for fuel.   
 
My recommendation is to keep 
your gas tank at no less than ½ 
full in the winter and no less 
than ¼ full in the summer 
before filling up. When you 
really think about it, you are 
going to buy the gas anyway 
and the possible problems that 
can occur if you don’t are not 
worth the risk.      
 
Post Script:  Most vehicles will travel 
approximately 15 miles after the low fuel 
light turns on. 

Students in North Pole High 

School’s Automotive 

Technology Program are 

trained to understand, 

diagnosis, and properly 

repair the complicated 

systems on today’s high 

tech vehicles.  We are 

training technicians for the 

21st Century. 

Automotive 
by Jerry Million 
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 MARK YOUR CALENDAR!  

 
 

The ASVAB exam:  November 16th @ 7:45 a.m. in the library 

The Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery measures your knowledge and ability in ten different 

areas.  It is not an IQ test, but the ASVAB is one of the ways to help you decide what job areas would be 

best for you.     Sign up for this exam in counseling.    

 

 

 
 

                                     

FAFSA Workshop 

The U.S. Department of Education uses the Free Application for Federal Student Aid 

(FAFSA) to evaluate a family’s eligibility for federal student financial aid programs such as 

the Pell Grant, Work-Study, and federal student loans. Many other organizations also use it 

to determine eligibility for their financial aid programs such as the Alaska Education Grant 

and the Alaska Performance Scholarship.   Get help filling out this application from the 

experts!  

     Ready, Set, Go!  FAFSA Workshop 

October 30th (during p/t conferences) 

5:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. in computer lab 151 
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¡Hola ! 

The students in Spanish I are reviewing the material in Unit 1 and have started Unit 2, a unit on the family.  

The students in Spanish II are reviewing the material from Spanish I as well as Unit 1 and have started Unit 
2, a unit on health.  

The highlights of the month of September included: 

• Hispanic Heritage Month 

National Hispanic Heritage Month is observed in the United States, Canada, and Latin America. September 15 

was chosen as the start date in order to coincide with the Independence Day celebrations of five Latin American 

countries: Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua. North Pole High students celebrated 

Hispanic Heritage Month by preparing a mini-project about Hispanic Americans, dancing with Felix and 

presenting the mini-project  

 

• The Spanish Club announced cultural trivia questions related to the Hispanic Culture during the 
morning announcements. Winners of the trivia were awarded piñatas and candy. 

 

Extra Credit Opportunity (Choose one) 

Students MUST meet all the guidelines to receive the extra credit.   

❖ DAY OF THE CELEBRATION OF HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH October 13, 2017 

a. Bring the food or drink from a Spanish speaking country (worth 10 pts) 

b. Present the recipe and the history of the food (worth 10 pts) 

c. Take notes on the history (worth 10 pts) 

 

❖ INTERNATIONAL FRIENDSHIP DAY, October 21, 2017 @ Pioneer Park, 1-5 p.m. 

a. Show up and sign-in @ the Spanish Booth  

b. Visit for one hour or more and then sign-out @ the Spanish Booth  

c. Take photos   

d. Write, in Spanish a comprehensive understanding of the event (at least 10 sentences) 

e. Send the writing and your photos to f158318@k12northstar.org 

 

¡Gracías!    Sra. KaBe 

  

mailto:f158318@k12northstar.org
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NPHS AFJROTC Cadets recently sponsored another successful Blood Drive.  The Blood Bank of Alaska Life 

Mobile visited the school on October 5th.  The drive registered 43 donors to give blood, with a total of 30 units 

collected – potentially saving up to 90 lives in Alaska.  Out of the 43 donors registered, twenty-six were new donors.  
  
NPHS is consistently one of the top blood donation sites in Alaska.  In fact, our school recently received state-wide 

recognition in the Blood Bank of Alaska’s HS Blood Drive Challenge awards.  All high schools in Alaska are eligible 

for the five award categories.  NPHS received top honors in the Most Donors Registered Overall for 2016-2017 

Academic Year category.  
  
The AFJROTC Cadets would like to thank everyone who helped support this drive.  We look forward to Life Mobile 

visiting NPHS again in April. 

 

     
  

AFJROTC 
by Chief Bradley Spilinek 
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ANE/ELL – Shayla Ginnis  

Auto – Hannah Moreland 

Counseling – Lindsay Moisan 

Drafting – Taylon Gilbert 

Integrated Programs – Claire Anderson 

JROTC – Katina Whisel 

Language Arts – Jessica Corbett 

Library – Nick Lelevier 

Math – Shahiba Bhattarai 

Metals – Dylan Berggren 

Office Practice Specialist – Telissa Thompson-Martin 

Performing Arts – Marie Rhoades 

Physical Education – Alan Dewilde 

Social Studies – Trisha Granger 

Spanish – Laura McCombs 

Visual Arts – Amanda Norton 

 

NORTH POLE CITY COUNCIL STUDENT OF THE MONTH 

Andrew Gaines 
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Is your student interested in travelling to             ?  
Thanksgiving Week, 2018 

 

	

Facebook Site:  Teacher Leaders:   Tour Registration:  

Ms. Missler & Ms. Beks 
NPHS Rms 189 & 195 

 

 

 

 

eftours.com tour #1970380S
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The Fairbanks North Star Borough School District does

not discriminate on the basis of race, ethnicity, color, religion, 
creed, sex, age, national origin, physical or mental disability, 
marital status, changes in marital status, pregnancy, 
parenthood, sexual orientation, gender identity or veteran 
status.

The Fairbanks North Star Borough School District does

not discriminate on the basis of sex in violation of Title IX

of the Education Amendments of 1972 in the educational

programs or activities which it operates.

The Fairbanks North Star Borough School District does

not discriminate on the basis of disability in violation of

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. This

includes admission or access to, or treatment or

employment in its programs, services, and activities.

Individuals requiring further information should contact

the designated compliance director:

Mrs. Tanya Coty

Employment and Educational Opportunity Director

520 Fifth Avenue

4th Floor, Suite A

Fairbanks, Alaska 99701

(907) 452-2000 ext. 11466

Fax (907) 452-3172

tanya.coty@k12northstar.org

February 2017

PUBLIC NOTICE
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